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Clean Up Australia – Clean Up the Macleay 
Sunday 1 March 2015

Unfortunately too many people still use our waterways as drains and rubbish dumps. SOMR has registered 
with Clean Up Australia Day to clean up the river banks at Sherwood Bridge and Turners Flat Bridge
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River Health check
After several years of delays, the Macleay River will finally get 

a Health Report Card. You might have seen the recent articles 
in the local papers.

We read in the Observer: “The Ecohealth program, co-or-
dinated by North Coast Local Land Services, brings together 
existing monitoring activities of local and state government 
agencies, resulting in more complete reporting on the health of 
rivers and other bodies of water across the region.” (January 28, 
2015).

For more details read the government press release on http://
northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au/resource-hub/media-releases/2015/
macleay-river-catchment-gets-a-health-check.


Derelict Mines Audit

In a “select tender” process, the Derelict Mines Office chose 
GHD, a very big international engineering company (Engineers, 
Architects and Environmental Consultants) , to carry out an 
audit of all derelict mine sites in the Macleay catchment. This 
project is being conducted from Sydney. The company has an 
office in Port Macquarie.

SOMR has sent an enquiry to GHD asking how the project is 
progressing and is waiting for a response. 


UNE Research

UNE scientists are contributing data to both the projects 
– the Ecohealth program and the derelict mines audit. 

While the team of researchers, led by Dr Susan Wilson, has 
missed out on a large grant they had applied for, they will be able 
to begin a study of the impact of arsenic and antimony on living 
organisms. They will examine the uptake of the contaminants 
across the whole food chain, from algae and macro invertebrates 
to fish. (See the ABC News report on Page 2). 

Dr Wilson has indicated that they might be able to meet with 
SOMR in the middle of the year to talk about the results of their 
first round of sampling.

Precious Metal Resources (PMR) and/or 
Sovereign Gold (SOC) Explorations 

at Halls Peak
As previously reported, PMR was the registered licence 

holder of Exploration Licences at Halls Peak and was granted 
government money for drilling, while SOC claimed in their 
ASX releases they were the licence holders and recipients of the 
money.

This situation needs to be seen in the light of the previous 
context, whereby PMR was found to be in breach of their explo-
ration licence by the Department of Fair Trading. This occurred 
as a result of PMR’s failure to consult with the community, and 
SOMR bringing this to the attention of the authorities, with the 
assistance of EDO (Environmental Defenders’ Office).

In mid-January, an ABC reporter from Tamworth published 
a news item on air and on their website about the questions 
SOMR has raised in regard to the companies. She interviewed 
SOMR chairman, Arthur Bain, and Henry Kinstlinger, the sec-
retary of both companies in question.

Kinstlinger explained that the discrepancy in registration of 
the EL holders was simply a matter of a slow acting bureauc-
racy. 

ASIC has been informed about the discrepancies, but they 
cannot comment. 

ASIC wrote:
“ASIC does not comment on operational matters, or our as-

sessment of information in relation to markets matters, and 
we are unable to provide further details about what, if any, 
action we may or may not take in relation to the concerns you 
have raised. We hope you can appreciate the reasons why we 
do not make such comment.”

Do we appreciate their reasons? Fine, as long as they are act-
ing on the information, but that too, is a secret apparently.

Since we registered, the rain and consequent raised river 
levels have washed away a lot of the rubbish along the banks. 
However, there is still litter above the water levels and by the 
roadside leading to the bridges. Whatever we pick up will not 
be washed into the river and out to sea.

People with canoes are welcome if they want to launch at 
the bridges and clean up further along the banks.

Please register with us using info@saveourmacleayriver.com 
or phone Arthur on 6567 2010 or simply turn up at 9.00am at 
Turners Flat Bridge and 11.00am at Sherwood Bridge.

Afterwards, there will be a BBQ at Mooneba.

If you are in the coastal area you can join other Clean Up 
sites, e.g. Hat Head Dunecare http://www.cleanupaustrali-
aday.org.au/Hat+Head+Public+Lands.

If you are not near the valley, you can check www.cleanu-
paustraliaday.org.au/join/?kw=&location=&state=NSW for 
other places to join.

SOMR has also written to Kempsey Council about rubbish 
dumped at Killmore Lookout.

NOTE: Premier Mike Baird will introduce a drinks con-
tainer deposit scheme (CDS) into NSW early this year in a bid 
to clean up the state’s parks, beaches and rivers.
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Mining Exploration 40km SSW of 
Kempsey – Yessebah, Mt Jacob

As reported in our December Newsletter, Thomson Resourc-
es Ltd holds an Exploration Licence at Mount Jacob where they 
are looking for intrusion related gold.

They received a government grant of $35,000 for one drill-
hole and announced they would start drilling early in 2015.

Late in December, SOMR sent a letter to the company asking 
for the exact location and for details of their community consul-
tation. Community consultation is a condition of any explora-
tion licence in NSW.

The response from the Thomson Resources CEO is that most 
likely they would begin drilling in June 2015 and that they are 
negotiating access agreements with “landholders and manag-
ers”. In the first letter he avoided giving any information about 
the proximity of the drillhole to any nearby creeks.

The map Thomson Resources has published, seemed to lo-
cate the drillhole in the creek bed of Warbro Brook. We sent 
another letter with a specific question about Warbro Brook and 
received the following information:

“Looking at the potential for water or drill spoil to have 
environmental impacts – we don’t expect to hit water as the 
hole site is on a ridge more than 100m vertically above (and 
more than 300m south of ) Warbro Brook. Even if we do hit 
significant water we will contain it in sumps and allow it to 
evaporate. We won’t have significant drill spoil; the hole is to 
be diamond drilled and we will collect everything that comes 
out of the hole in plastic trays (drill core) and take it to a labo-
ratory for assay and analysis.”

As always, we’ll be vigilant. The area is not easily accessible 
and an excursion SOMR members had been planning for late 
January had to be postponed due to wet weather.

SOMR members have tried to contact nearby landholders. 
If any of the readers of this newsletter live in the area or know 
somebody who could be directly affected, please contact us.


Kempsey Shire Council

Alerted by SOMR’s repeated enquiries about the promised 
test results, Kempsey Shire Council discovered that the raw wa-
ter testing at Bellbrook had been discontinued as “...the result of 
a number of operators leaving Council at the same time and a 
failure to complete a full ‘handover’ ”

The Director of Infrastructure Services assured SOMR that 
the testing will “recommence and extend again for a full 12 
month period.”

SOMR has asked Kempsey Council to continue publishing 
the results monthly on their website. 


Postcards — fundraising

The Macleay River postcards have been a successful fund-
raiser for SOMR. You can now purchase them at the Bellbrook 
General Store, the Kempsey and West Kempsey Newsagents, 
West Kempsey and Stuarts Point POs, the Old Lodge at Glad-
stone and at some of the Kempsey motels. We’ve still got cards 
left for direct sales.

We have donated $250 from the proceeds of the cards to the 
Environmental Defenders Office. 


Further Plans for 2013

Entertainment & Information events are planned for May 
and August.

In July (or in combination with the August event) we hope 
the UNE scientists will be able to present their latest findings.

Paddle on the Macleay is planned for September 


SOMR membership

For membership renewal or for new memberships forms 
please go to our website www.saveourmacleayriver.com.

Researchers at the University of New England in Armidale 
will undertake a landmark study into how mining contamina-
tion in the Macleay river catchment, east of Uralla, has im-
pacted on aquatic organisms.

The area has a long history of mining and studies show el-
evated levels of arsenic and antimony in sediment, soil and 
water but no one has yet looked at how these toxins have been 
absorbed by organisms living in the river system.

A team of researchers led by Doctor Susan Wilson will ex-
amine the uptake of the contaminants across the whole food 
chain, from algae and macro invertebrates to fish.

Dr Wilson said there are global implications for the study.
“For antimony, much of the work that we’re producing is 

a world first because we have such a wide dispersion of anti-
mony and it’s quite unique,” she said.

“Antimony is being used increasingly in technology, from 
solar panels to mobile phones.

“There’s a real worldwide demand for this metalloid and we 

don’t know very much about it.”
She said there is an urgent need for more research into the 

effects of antimony on the environment.
“We need to understand what the concentrations are in the 

biota and what that means to the catchment,” Dr Wilson said.
“Globally there’s been a push to try and understand more 

on antimony so that our guidelines and our management are 
underpinned by more sound science.”

Dr Wilson said the catchment area will always be plagued 
by elevated levels of arsenic and antimony, and management 
practises are the only way forward.

“We have to understand where the contamination is and 
where we need to target any management,” she said.

“As long as you understand the issue, you can put in man-
agement like minimising edible crops in certain areas.

“It’s a chronic issue, there’s widespread contamination – it’s 
not an issue where you can just clean this contaminant.”

ABC News Report…

Landmark study looks at threats to Australian ecosystems from 
antimony contamination
By Johannah McOwan – Posted Thu 5 Feb 2015, 1:25pm


